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‘“’i‘;fPENION

¥ am’ thrl].led to say that our nonproﬁt corpo-
I ration. accomphshed its first goal and became
steward of the two-acre gem of remnant or-
.chard at 22nd Avenue and Madison Street in Eu
gene known as Madison Meadow,

. We exercised our option'to buy the land plac-
: mg a down payment on Dec. 20. We are grateful
to have ‘bee: glven a full year to- ralse ‘the re— ;
: verslty of life than surrounding lawns-and’gar<"
‘dens: Audubon Society. members estimate that
nearly 100 species of blrds Vlslt this valuable is-

'itheremamz g$250 000 ) : :
The visioning and planning have begun in
earnest We will be taking 1nput from everyone’

. ‘who wishes to participate, including botamsts

habltat expertsand everyday folk.’
. Who are we? We are a group of ne1ghbors and

~friends who came together just d-year ago to keep

:this field open, as it has been for generations. If
_ not for thls true grass-roots-effort. (none of us had

done this before), this'last natural open. space.in..
the anndly Area Nelghborheod would have‘
: : connectlon to nature 1

been developed..

land greatly outwelgh reasons for develo; 1

@@ﬁﬁ? ’t?i EW?@W'&”

o A key 0 wise development 1s knowmg whe
not to’ ‘build. This is the new “smart growth.” We
on this

feel strongly that the reasons not to build

"“Natural open space, dlstmct from p ay;
grounds and parks has myriad benefits to the
nelghborhood and the city. As populatwn densi-

ty increases, access to natural open space be-’

comes critical for people and for wildlife
' Madison Meadow supports a far gr

land of habitat. The meadow is a corridor for
butterflies ‘and birds during
proves-air quality and storm-water drainage.-

-The meadow’s diversity is also: good for peo-

ple, and we believe, the ‘communi
hanced greatly by'i

_play differently in a field of ta]l w1l Qwers i
where they. can spot 4.songbird, follow the flight

of an iridescent dragonﬂy and develop a llfelong

a
prOJect ‘We did not have time for grants to bes’
rev1evved nor did we . have ﬁnanc1al assmtance'

igration.. It im-

om- like-minded 1nd Ividu ami
Now, we have some breatht Ing room to:celebr:
plan restoration and continue raising funds.

act locally” is apt. Why" ‘While many of us: strug-
gle with 'the lack of peace and:cohesiveness in the
world, we know we. must.carry -on with the jus
causes that will benefit our commumty and ‘hu
manity. Saving Madison Meadow is such a
roject knovv ‘deep in my heart we are better off

-accessible to.all,
Now we find ourselves dreammg more v1v1d

ly. How much fun it would be to have an intricate .

haunted ‘pathway for next year.at Halloween —
and next summer, a ‘movie .and pajama party

with ‘star gazing and camaraderle ‘We may re-

"store butterﬂy habitat and remove nonnative

1. ‘plant invaders. We: see an mformatlonal k1osk~

-and some benches.
Local schools can tap i1 to the habltat restora—
and: ammal identifi

tion and -

«of thejr outdoor. classroom. Tmnk about how we'
‘can use the meadow for - autumn harvest gather- -

ings, spring celebratlons, self-renewal -and mo-
ments -of solitude. 1t will be a place for folks to
meet and stroll after dmner A place to greet

““More than ever, the phrase: “thlnk globally,‘

‘with'this'field as a: communlty place comfortably g

s ‘}‘;fothers and feel connected A free open space: that >
) has its-own rhythm, a taste of village life.

Some may say that this project is: small: Yet )
we know that the health and happiness of one -

“child ‘can affect the whole world. Taking a just
“action ‘can have unantlclpated ramifications: In

is context, two acres:of open: space. in the mid-

dle of Oregon s second-largest c1ty is significant. -
May Madison Meadow:i inspire othersto takea .

standin their: oWn neighborhoods and lives, s0

‘asito sustain what is valuable to them. So “think .

globally” and start:right here.in our special.cor-
ner-of Earth. More than 350 families and 1nd1v1d-
let us know they care.

! 'an -example “of commumty mvolve-
ment at work: A high school student asked what
she could do to save the meadow she loves: She -

.and her 51ster spent a. good part of their wmter,
‘break Wrappmg gifts at'a local store, with pro-
. -ceeds going -to, Madison Meadow. 'This has:

strengthened our vision and touched us: ‘deeply;
creating a desire to support other like projects.

" Lorri Goodman, a photographer and entrepre-

‘neur, is on the board of the Save Madison Meadowi

Campazgn (www MadzsonMeadow org)




